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ponnese peninsula, a region that bristles with enormously

tall crenellated towers and frescoed churches. ‘Kyrimai has
the feeling of an old castle; an ideal place to just relax, swim
and be in love, says Vinke.

Stylish and sybaritic world-class resorts can, of course,
be found without leaving the mainland. In northern Greece,
on the middle prong of the Halkidiki peninsula, less than an
hour’s drive from Thessaloniki International airport, the
Danai Beach Resort is a five star chill-out zone set among
pine trees on the edge of the Aegean sea. Thirteen suites

have private pools; and the terrace,
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close to Athens (just 20 kilometres
from the airport) is, according to Yorgos Galazidis, the
Grand Resort Lagonissi. ‘Architecturally it resembles its sister
property, the famous Elounda Beach in Crete. Bungalows
with private pools are spread out on a 72-acre peninsula, so
there’s a sense of independence and privacy. Many have
direct access to the beach, and Club waterfront suites have
indoor and outdoor heated pools with hydro-massage.
The Danai attracts mainly couples and the odd celebrity
— Mel Gibson is a regular visitor — and it excels at organis-
ing intimate evenings on a private beach. Says Galazidis:
“You can dine Arabian-style on floor cushions in tents
with Persian carpets.The Maria Callas night is an opera
tribute with champagne, candles, torches, white lounging

sofas and tables. The diva would have approved. £l

flights and trar .
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