N THE SUNDAY TIMES
20 best boutique hotels in Greece

From a cool beach
retreat to a hideaway
in the countryside,
Annabelle Thorpe
picks her favourite
stylish stays on the
Greek islands

21

‘Rio’s glamour is mo
longer faded — she’s hip,

edgy and bohemian’ )
 Kirsty Lang on Rio de Janeiro

10straco Mykonos

1 fi irled up o gHant

so!acuﬁ?onshenmthbmhool

pergalas,
sipcocktails beside the pristine pool, or
watch thesunset from your privale terrace
—all classic Mykonos pleasures, givena
high-styletwistatone of the island's
luxuriousaddresses. Ostracohas21
clegantrooms, andalthough there’sno
restaurant, lavish breakfasts areservedtill
1230pm—giving plenty oftime to recover
fromthenightbefore. -

Stay Doubles from £119 B&Bthrough
i-escape (i-escape.com). Easyjet
(easyjet.com) flics directto Mykonos

Trom Galvick. Lut A Manehast

2Perantzada1811

Art Hotel [thaca

Steeped inmyth, Ithaca is anatmospheric
island with the beautiful neo-classical
tewnof Vathiatits heart. Perantzadaisa
carefully converted 19th-century mansion
ashortwalk from thecentreof thetownon
thequietersideof thebay, Rooms mixup
white minimalistdecorwith splashesof
colour, poetry inscribed on thewalls, and
artdotted throughout. Breakfastsare
served on theterraces orthe airy dining
room, wherefresh fruitandcal S
outtograze onduring theday.

Stay Aweekatthe Perantzada Art Hotel
costsfrom £L182, including flightsand
B&Baccommodation through
Simpson Travel (08451543178,
simpsontravel.com),

3 Melenos Lindos
Rhades

e 1 e [ Ay

Th g
thevillageof Lindos, wherenocarsare
allowed anddonk %

- ¥
theancient acropolis, The Melenos Lindos
has just 12 roomsspread across four
terracesoverlooking the sea, each
beautifully decorated with flower-filled
pots, fountainsand cushion-filledalcoves
inthewhite walls. Atnight, theopen-air
barislithy paperlanterns; impossibly
romantic.

Sty Aweek's B&Bisfrom £1,390pp,
including flightsand one dinnerthrough
Elixir Holidays (020-77222222,
Aixirholidays.com) s
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4 Orloff Resort Spetses
Theall-whiteroomsat the Orloff Resort.
claselothuns i

I il
Spetses town manage o pull offbeing
minimalist without being stark. Each
room has onesplash of celour:
saffron-hued throwson the bed, tangerine
Tampshades jade-greenshutters, There's
something effortlessly coolabout it from
theneat khaki and white breakfasttermce
totheolive treesaround the pool.
Sm_\-Duublesfmm EHIB&B
(00302298075444, orloffresort.com).
Spetsesistwoandahall hours by ferry
from Piracus,

5Delfino Blu Corfu 2

Openingout onto the beautiful San H
Stefano beach onthe north-west tipof the

|5land theonly issuewith Delrnn Bluis
il ilability. Gi
tendtorepeat the experience, forthe
beachiront ion,the12

stylish rooms with exposed walls and the
spaciousterraces, butmostof all for the
serviceprovided by Kostasand histeam.
The hotelalso hasa luxury molor yacht for
muesusto use.

1w Doubles from £123 room-only
l‘. 302663051628, delfinohlu.gr).
Thomson Airways (flightsthomson.co.
uk}fliesta Corfu from three London
airportsand 13 regionals.

6 Levantes los
There'smuchtoloveaboutl.wantﬂs:lls
spectacular
Mﬂopotasbench.lheologﬂlllslm
terracesdotied with plumpcream sofas
and over-sized lanterns, and the light airy
rooms decorated with modern art—
several of which havetheirown private
pools. Itsan casystroll tothe beach, and
someexcellent tavernas and local shops.
Stay Doublesfrom £68 B&B(00 30 22860
92588, levantes gr). Easyjet (easyjet.com)
fliestoSantorini from Gatwick and
Manchester; the ferry to lostakesan hour,

7 Esperas Houses
Santorini

Itsallabout the viewson the volcanic
island of Santorini.and Esperas Houses —
aclutchof 17 elegant cave-style rooms, cut
intotherock —IHT\-S“IIEPQI:&EI Inmtilnnto

Tohth

H hnllsnde mthasmllmlandalamlr ter- §
¢ race for breakfast, andtheres a far less

i prandiosefeel to proceedings than many

i Santorini hotels. Thevillageof Oiais

: about aten-minutewalk.

ay Aweek costs from £924, including

i B&Baccommodalion and flights

through Sunvil (020-8568 4499,
sunvil.co.uk).

8Boutique Hotel
GaliniZakynthos
Thewooded hillsof
northern Zakynthos
arevery different
fromthe built-up
beach resortsthe
island is known for,
andthe Galiniis
wonderfully
secluded amid

and forest.
The fivesuites havea
rustic, country-house feel
withexposed stonewallsand
anticues dotted around the
rooms, and besides the infinity pool
theresadelightlfullounge area ucked
away in the forest for total relaxation.
Stay Doubles from £106 B&B
(00 30 2695 301018, boutiquehotelgali
nl). Monarch (monarch.co.uk) flies to
Fante from four UK airports.

‘rooms, the hotel retains aboutique

that dnl.csfmmlhc I8thcentury, Torri E

{ 9 Bourtzi Boutique Hotel
Skiathos
Skiathos townis the party capital of the
Sporadesislands, but thechilled out
cocktail-hour atmosphereis welcoming
toall ages. The Bourtid is at the heart
oftheaction, and althoughithas38 -

feel, from thechandelier-decked
cocktailbartotheculewhiteand
pastel decorof therooms. It’s
= thepen’uctmght-uut

Merl: Pams

spectacular

Merliissurrounded by olive
rovesand isone of the few remaining
ortified manorhouses on theisknd,
‘Theseven suiles epilomise rustic country

i housechic. withexposed brick and

NOKFH @'\O’ PRUS

The cotrencyin Horth Cyprus is Lhe Turhish Lisa, s0it’s business 25 viwal herein the sun. For muhmh please visid Lhe vebaile
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stomework, sumptuonsbedsandsleek,
plass and marble bathrooms, The hotels
specialadd-onisthetisaneria, a wonderful
candlelittearoom that you'li find in

the cellar,

Stay Doubles from £140 B&B(D0 30 2621
234123, worriemerli.com). Thomas Cook

{flythomascook.com) fliesto Corfu from

four UK airports; the hydrofoil from
Corfutakes anhour,

i 11 Melian Boutique Hotel

& Spa Milos

Perched right on Pelekouda Beach, the

Melian has 15 pristine-white rooms with
splashesof vibrantblue furnishings,
elegant iron-frame bedsand handmade
furniture. Thespaisareal draw, witha
good range of therapies, hammamand

70773, nikostakishotel.com). Thomas

i Cook{flythomascook.com)fliesto
i Rhodes from Gatwick and six regional

airports,

13 Paradise Island Villas
Heralklion, Crete
jiselstand offersa huddle ofvillas
mlh all theservices ofa luxury boutique
hotel, Guestscandineintheirvillaortake
cocktailsat the neon-litcocktail bar and
dinnerinthe Ambrosia restaurant. There
aretwopools andatenniscourt, and the
villas boast chandeliersand marble
bathrooms,
Stay From£540pp perweek room-
only, based on four sharing, with car hire
butexcluding flights through Scott Dunn
{020-35325265, seot tdunn_cont).

: Skyscannerncihasmuml’hghmtncme
¢ fromabout £135thismonth,

14.Syrou Melathron Syros

Anofienoverlookedisland of the Cyclades
¢ islands, unspoilt Syros hasa vibrant port,
g e el

which the Syrou Melathronis a prime
example, A restored captain’ house on the
harbour front, its 21 roomsarealittlebland
but the location and fabulous roof terrace
makeitthebest billet in Syros town by far.
Stav Doubles from £55 B&B through
i-escape(i-escape.com). Syrasistwo
hoursand 20 minutes from Piracusby
high-speed catamaran.

15 Kyrimai House
Gerolimenas, Mani

Ryrimai was oncethe tradecentre for the
Manipeninsula, andutsloc-allan—almost
ontumlyaunound«lby water—gi

vaei 23

[P
17 Hotel Glaros Naxos

Perfect forbeach-bunnies, the Glaresis
located righton the sand of Agios
Georyiosbeach, and ashort stroll from the
centreof Naxos town. The I3roomsare
simple butstylish, with elean white decor
and balconies overlookingthebeagh,
whilethe gleaming terraceisa great spot

£ foralazy breakfast. There’sno pool, but
3 thereasonableprice reflects that—and

withabeachso close, who needsone?
Sty Doulles from £55 B&E(00 30 22850
23101, hotelglaros.com). Naxos isa Lhree
andahall-hourhigh-speed ferry from:
Piraeus.

18Irida Boutique Hotel
Parga

Parga town,on the western coast of the
Greekmainland opposite Corfu, hasa
lovely relaxed vibe, matched by the hilltop
Irida Hotel, which looks out across the
roaftops to the lonian Seabeyond. The
sevensuiteseach have theirown
individual style: Waves suite is coloured
withasea-hlue palette, while Pebbleis
simply elegant incool grevsand creams.

: Sty Doubles from £64 BEB (00 30 26840

2562, iridaboutiquehotel gr), Thomas
Cook (flythemascaok.com} fliesto
Preveza from Gatwick and Manchester.

: 19'The Old Markets Symi

The historicparton Symiis protected by a
national preservation order,and in the
Old Marketstheoriginal shops havebeen
carefully restored to create five luxuriois
rooms, each themed around an aspectof
theisland’ trading past. Inspitc of the
small number of rooms, spa treatments ane
availahleand lunchesfdinners can be

thy
1whileth

withbillowingd rapes and rattan furniture,

offeruninterrupted sea views.

Stay B&B doubles from €220(0030
2287028200, melian.gr). High-speed
ferries from Piracustake lwoanda
hallhours.

1ZNikos Takis
Fashion Hotel Rhodes

At Bhodestown’s hippest address, the
GN.'eL fashllo?d?agners Nikos ami'l'akls
havetur creative

design, with seven

opulent roomsinagrand, whitewashed
mansionjustafevesteps from the
Magistro's Palace. Breakfastcan be
takeninthe pretty garden, and although
theres no restaurant, Rhodes town’s

: collectionof tavernasand upscale eateries
i areall withinstrollingdistance.
i Stuy Doubles from £98 B&B (003022410

| The 19th-century
I:urld:ng has anairofgrandeur.but the

¢ rooms areacosy mix of localstone, dark
: woodandcrisplinens. The restaurant,
¢ overseen by Michelin-starred Yiannis

: Baxevanis,isone of the regions best.

“"l‘i) Aweek costs from £8] Bpp.m:lurjmg
1B&B.

51: il (020-8758 4747, sunvil co.uk).

16 Aigis Suites [Kea
Thewonderful Aigis Suitesare perched on
ahilltopabove the picturesque harbourat
Vourkari. Thesevensuites,all whitesofas
and erispeream decor, have private
terraces with lovely views, while the pool

areaisstraight out of an Ibiza photeshoot.

lon request, with adifferent
mcnueach day and anaperitivoeach
eveningon theterrace. 5
Stay Doubles from £149 B&B(020-7720
1936, theoldmarkets.com). Symiisa
90=-minute ferry crossing from Rhodes.

20 Casa Vitae
Rethymnon, Crete

i Situaledinthe heartof Rethymnon's

i picturesqueoldtown, CasaVitae makesan
¢ ileal basc for exploring the winding -

¢ historical streets, restaurant-lined

i Venetian harbour, and long sandy beach

¢ heyond. Thehotelisarestored

i I7th-century noblemanis residence, with

: IImml'arlabberooms.andnlmel)walled

B ifork anearly

Sundownersat the barare 2 must,

Stay Doulles from £140 B&B (0030
2288021835, nigisuites.com). Keaisone
hourby ferry from Lavrion pori (abouta

¢ 90-minute drive from Athens),

: eremngbm:r

10y Awcek cosls I‘rumEE?Epp including

i Mightsand B&Baccommodation
i thmughCachme\eI(DZO%:l?smtJ,
: cachet=lravel couk).




